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HOUSE BI LL 3021

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lantz, Serben, Canpbell, WIIlians, D ckerson,
Rodne and Hudgi ns; by request of Board For Judicial Adm nistration

Read first tinme 01/18/2006. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to nunicipal court judges and conm ssioners;
amendi ng RCW 3. 50. 040, 3.50. 050, 3.50.057, and 3.50.075; and repealing
RCW 3. 50. 055 and 3. 50. 070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 3. 50. 040 and 2002 c¢c 136 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

Wthin thirty days after the effective date of the ordinance
creating the municipal court, the mayor of each city or town shal
appoi nt a muni ci pal judge or judges of the nunicipal court ((fer—aterm

of—four—years—The—terns—of—judges—serving—oen—duby—1—1984—and

year—hext—preceding—the—year—a—whieh—the—terns—econnenee)) (0 serve
until January 1st of the vear following the next election when other
city elected positions are normally el ected.
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The | egislative authority of a city or towm that has the genera
power of confirmation over mayoral appointnments shall have the power to
confirmthe appointnment of a municipal judge initially appointed under
this section.

A person appoi nted under this section as a full-tinme or part-tine

muni ci pal judge shall be a citizen of the United States of Anerica and
of the state of Washington; and an attorney admtted to practice |aw
before the courts of record of the state of Washington((—PROWDBED-

I . el nali havyi Lati I : : I I

shatH—pay—a pro—rata—share—olthesalary) ).

Sec. 2. RCW3.50.050 and 1984 c 258 s 107 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislative authority of the city or town ((mey)) shall, by
ordi nance, provide ((that—the position—of—runicipal—judge—wthinthe
. hall | | . i on. I ’ hall

for the nunber of full and part-tine judges to be el ected.

(2) Municipal court judge elections shall be held at the sane tine
as elections for other elected city offices.

(3) Incities or towns with nore than one full or part-tine judge
position, the county auditor or election official of the county, in
which the nmajority of city or town residents reside, shall, at |east
ten days before the tine of filing declarations of candidacy for the
election of nunicipal court judges, designate each such office of a
muni ci pal court judge to be filled by a nunber, conmmencing with the
nunber one and nunbering the remaining offices consecutively. At the
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tine of filing of the declaration of candidacy, each candidate shal
desi gnate by nunber which one, and only one, of the nunbered offices
for which he or she is a candidate. The nane of the candi date shal
appear on the ballot for only the nunbered office for which the
candidate filed a declaration of candi dacy.

(4) Were a void in election or lapse of election occurs in a city
or town with a population of less than ten thousand, the filings for
office shall not be reopened and the mayor shall appoint a qualified
person to serve the entire termof office for the position for which
the void in election or |lapse of election occurred. The leqgislative
authority of a city or town that has the general power of confirnmation
over rmayoral appointnents shall have the power to confirm the
appoi ntnent of a nunicipal judge appointed under this section.

(5) To be eligible to file a declaration of candidacy for and to
serve as a nunicipal court judge, a person nust be either

(a) Alawer admtted to practice law in the state of Washi ngton;

(b) I'n those cities or towns having a population of less than five
t housand persons, a person who has taken and passed, by January 1,
2003, the qualifying examnation for a lay candidate for judicial
officer as provided by rule of the suprene court.

(6) The terns of nunicipal court judges serving on July 1, 2006,
and nmunicipal judges who are appointed to terns comencing before
January 1, 2010, shall expire January 1, 2010. The terns of their
successors shall commence on January 1, 2010, and on January 1st of
each fourth year thereafter, pursuant to appointnent or election under
this chapter.

Sec. 3. RCW3.50.057 and 1993 ¢ 317 s 6 are each anmended to read
as follows:

A judge of a municipal court need not be a resident of the city in
which the court is created, but nust be a resident of the county in
which the city is |ocated. In cities or towns where a court
comm ssi oner _has not been appointed and the nunicipal court is presided
over by a part-tinme judge, the judge need not be a resident of the city
or county in which the nunicipal court is created.
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Sec. 4. RCW3.50.075 and 1994 ¢ 10 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

One or nore court comm ssioners may be appointed by a judge of the
muni ci pal court. Each conm ssioner holds office at the pleasure of the
appoi nti ng judge. A comm ssioner authorized to hear or dispose of
cases nust be a lawer who is admtted to practice lawin the state of
Washi ngton or a nonlawer who has passed, by January 1, 2003, the
qualifying examnation for lay judges for courts of Ilimted
jurisdiction under RCW 3. 34. 060.

A conmi ssioner need not be a resident of the city or of the county
in which the nmunicipal court is created. ((WheRr—a—ecourt—comm-Ssstoner

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The following acts or parts of acts are each

r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 3.50.055 (Judici al positions--Filling--Crcunstances
permtted) and 1993 c¢ 317 s 4; and

(2) RCW 3.50.070 (Additional judges--Appointnment, election) and
1984 ¢ 258 s 109 & 1961 c 299 s 56.

~-- END ---

HB 3021 p. 4



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.

